Living in Biblical Forgiveness
Text: Colossians 3:12–14
Main Idea: Every Christian should be marked by loving forgiveness.
I. We are at our ______ when we restrain ________ and extend ______________ (Prov 19:11).

A. Forgiveness _______ us and others, ____________ unity and peace, and _______ strong relationships (1 Pet 4:8; John 13:5).

B. Unforgiveness ____________ us in the past, _______ dissention, __________ peace, and ___________ relationships.


II. We are at our ________ when we allow _________ and extend ______________.

· Unforgiveness ____________ bitterness, guilt, distortion, revenge, hostility, criticism, slander, exaggeration, and lies (Ps 32:2–4).

III. Biblical forgiveness is a godly ________ attitude that expresses _______ and brings freedom (Prov 24:17).

A. Forgiveness means we do not rejoice when people we _________ fall or stumble.

B. Forgiveness refuses the heart of ________ and overcomes evil with good (Rom 12:9–21).

C. Forgiveness ___________ the love and heart of _________.

Ten Scriptural Reasons We Are to Forgive
1. Loving forgiveness is one of the ___________ ways we _________ the character of _______ (Matt 5:43–48; Ex 34:6–7; Ps 32:2; Ps 130:4; Isa 1:18; 43:25; 55:6–7; 1 John 1:9; Eph 4:31; 5:1; Col 3:12–13).



Practical Application for Life
a. We must be people who forgive ___________, who have a real heart of ___________ forgiveness, even when it is incredibly ________.

b. We must be people who do _____ _______ anger, bitterness, hate, resentfulness, vengeance, etc., but ___________ it.

c. We must be people who ________ more than anything to love and be like _________ in forgiveness, and to see the sins of __________ forgiven by God.
